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The Foundations of An Educational Ideal 


Water F’. Dexter, Superintendent of Public Instruction 


Whenever a person is called upon to assume responsibility in 
giving direction to a public enterprise he naturally surveys the sources 
from which he derives his authority. In so doing, he often discovers 
great resources the nature of which inspires confidence and stimulates 
action. He usually finds a background rich in historical traditions. 
He becomes acquainted with the motives and aspirations of his prede- 
cessors and their associates. Through such investigation he comes to 
understand the conditions under which others have worked. He gath- 
ers information sufficiently varied in substance to provoke systematic 
inquiry. He soon learns that every worth while activity had its origin 
in the convictions and efforts of men and women who rendered valuable 
service in former years. Such have been my experiences during the 
past three months. 


The system of public education in California has had a colorful 
history. It embraces many important customs that have become a 
part of American civilization through careful and extensive experi- 
mentation. It has been influenced by the best thought of our time. 


Our people have made education the first business of the state. For 
that reason, they are willing to provide substantial sums for its promo- 
tion. One hundred thirty-six million five hundred thousand dollars, 
which will be derived from taxes during the coming biennium, guar- 
antees stability to our program. Accordingly, educational administra- 
tors throughout the state find satisfaction in outlining projects in 
keeping with the demands of a growing social order. 

The members of the legislative body throughout the years have 
cooperated with members of our Department in enacting laws that 
make possible the adoption of elastic methods of procedure. These laws 
have, in large measure, evolved out of principles found desirable by 
capable leaders in the teaching profession. They now determine the 
policies that stimulate growth in accordance with the needs of an ever 
increasing population. 

The forty thousand teachers in our schools make possible corpo- 
rate thinking and cooperative action on a scale commensurate with the 
demands of modern civilization. Intellectual leadership is furnished 
in the rural as well as the metropolitan areas. The benefits of learning 
are shared alike by the rich and poor. 
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These considerations at once make clear our united responsibility. 
We want to maintain at all times the kind of a professional attitude 
that merits public confidence and guarantees to children the best avail- 
able educational advantages. This is a standard of action by which 
individual and group interests can always be evaluated. If used as a 
measure of progress it will not only raise the level of intelligence; it 
will contribute to the ethical and social development of all our people. 


DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Watter F.. Dexter, Superintendent 


THE USE OF GAS IN CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS 


The following communication from Claude C. Brown, Consulting 
Chief Engineer of the California State Railroad Commission, describes 
the results of an investigation by the Commission of the use of gas in 
California schools, and suggests a plan for period inspection of gas 
installations and appliances. 

The plan of inspection, or whatever modification of it may be 
adopted, should receive the full support of all school officials. Every 
effort should be made to keep school buildings as free as possible from 
hazards to pupil safety. 


In the interest of public safety, and desiring to cooperate to the fullest extent 
with the State Department of Public Instruction, the Railroad Commission of the 
State of California has completed an investigation into the use of gas in Cali- 
fornia schools. 

We are outlining herein the results of this investigation, together with certain 
recommendations, all for the purpose of eliminating possible hazards incident to the 
use of gas in the schools. 

Immediately following the recent explosion in the New London School, in 
Texas, conferences were held with all of the gas distributing utilities, at which the 
rules, regulations and practices governing this service were thoroughly reviewed. 

It appears that the conditions existing at the Texas school were entirely 
different from conditions existing in California, in that the New London School 
was utilizing an unodorized gas at widely varying and excessive pressures. 

All gas distributed by the public utilities of California is dry and odorized, 
and is delivered under standard conditions of quality and pressure. No so-called 
“wet” gas, containing gasoline or other hydro-carbons, is distributed. 

The service of gas in this State is governed by comprehensive rules and regu- 
lations of this Commission, specifying the standard conditions which must be main- 
tained and the limits between which these standards may vary. These rules and 
regulations are rigidly enforced and, when the customers’ facilities and appliances 
are properly maintained and operated, the use of gas is fully as safe as the use of 

_any other fuel. 

Under these rules, it is the practice of the utilities to maintain the prescribed 
standard conditions and to periodically inspect their owned facilities consisting of 
gas mains, service lines, regulators and meters. While it is their position that 
their responsibility ends at the meter outlet, they do make inspections of customers’ 
appliances upon request. 

The investigation developed the fact that some schools discontinue the service 
of gas during the summer. The installations at such schools are inspected when the 
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service is resumed at the opening of the fall term. Other schools continue the 
service throughout the year and appliances are inspected upon request. 

In order that periodical inspections should be made at all schools, the follow- 
ing routine procedure was suggested by the Commission and agreed to by the 
utilities. It will be followed, provided it meets with the approval of the proper 
school authorities : 

Once each year, during the summer vacation period and prior to the opening 
of the fall term, each utility shall perform the following at each school to which it 
renders gas service: 

1. Thoroughly inspect for leaks and proper pressure conditions its own facilities 
on the school property, including gas service pipes, regulators, and meters. 

. Accompanied by a representative to be delegated by the school authorities, go 
over the entire gas installation at the school, loaning to the school any necessary 
personnel and test equipment for the performance of the following tests, inspec- 
tions, and checks: 

(a) Test the school gas piping system for leaks, this to include a “clock’”’ 
test at the meter to determine whether or not any gas is passing through 
the meter into the building when all appliances are shut off. 

(b) Check all gas appliances for proper adjustment, leaks, operation of pilot 
valves, and any other irregular conditions. 

(c) Check all gas appliances and facilities for cleanliness, lint or dust in 
orifices, burners, etc. 

(d) Check all vents for clearance, draft, ete. 

(e) Note any and all other conditions which may present any possible potential 
hazard through the utilization of gas. 

(f) Render a report to the school authorities, clearly setting forth the results 
of the inspection, calling attention to any. conditions that should be cor- 
rected and tendering advice and recommendations relative to the elimina- 
tion of hazard and the proper maintenance and operation of school 
appliances and facilities. 


They are also to check all school premises for the existence of dead service 
lines or capped services which might develop gas leaks, and remove the same. 


| INTERPRETATIONS OF SCHOOL LAW | 


LEGAL HOLIDAYS 


In the event any of the holidays prescribed in School Code section 
3.90 fall on a Saturday or Sunday, the public schools are not, in the 
cpinion of the State Department of Education, required to be closed on 
the Monday following, for the reason that School Code section 3.102 
and Political Code section 10 state that public schools shall remain 
open on all legal holidays except as prescribed, subject to the right of 
the governing board of a school district to declare a holiday when good 
reason exists therefor. 


Appellate Court Decisions 


Estoppel of Governing Board of District to Hear Charges Once Heard by 
State Board of Education 


Where charges had been filed by the principal of a school against 
a permanent employee of the district with the State Board of Educa- 
tion under School Code section 5.382, and the charges were dismissed by 
said Board, such action does not prevent the filing by the principal of 
substantially the same charges with the governing board of the district, 
looking toward the dismissal of the teacher from the service of the 
district on the ground of unprofessional conduct or the hearing of said 
charges by the board. (Johnson v. Taft School District et al., 88 
C. A. D. 691, -—— Pae. (2d) ---) 


Finality of Finding by a Governing Board of a School District on Charges 
Filed Against a Permanent Employee 


Where a charge of unprofessional conduct was filed with the gov- 
erning board of a district against a permanent employee of the district, 
supported by substantial evidence showing a long drawn out course of 
conduct on the part of the teacher which produced serious friction in 
the school and showed insubordination on his part and a refusal to 
conform to the instructions and requirements of his superiors, the find- 
ing of the board that such employee was guilty of unprofessional 
conduct should not be disturbed. (Johnson v. Taft School District 
et al., 88 C. A. D. 691, -—- Pace. (2d) ---) 
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Liability of District for Injuries Suffered by Pupils in Physical Education 
Classes 


Where a girl student enrolled in a high school physical education 
course established in accordance with the provisions of School Code 
section 3.731 was injured as a result of attempting to perform a 
gymnastic stunt required by the instructor, and it was shown that the 
stunt was not in itself hazardous and dangerous, that the student was 
properly instructed in the stunt by a duly qualified instructor, that the 
student was of normal physical development, that the student was 
attempting to perform the stunt only after she believed she could per- 
form it successfully, and her injury was due to the student’s failure 
properly to coordinate mind and body, the district is not liable under 
School Code section 2.801. (Bellman v. San Francisco High School 
District, 88 C. A. D. 541, -—- Pae. (2d) —--) 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTS 
Broadcasts Sponsored by State Department of Education 


Following is the schedule of educational broadcasts to be given 
under the auspices of the State Department of Education. It will be 
noted that the time of Education Today has been changed from 


6:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

EpucatTion Topay, Station KGO, 790 KriLocycLes, SaTurpays, 5 :00— 
5:15 p.m. 

PAGEANT oF YouTH, STATION KLX, 880 KILOcYCLES, WEDNESDAYS, 
10 :00-10:30 P.m. 

GoLtpEN Days, Station KRE, 1370 Kitocyctes, Tuespays, 6:15- 
6:30 P.M. 

ADVENTURES IN SCIENCE, STATION KLX, 880 KiLocycres, Fripays, 
8 :00-8 :30 P.M. 

CALIFORNIA History, STATION KROW, 930 KiLocycLes, WEDNESDAYS, 
1:30-1:45 P.M. 

CALIFORNIA GEOGRAPHY, DAVID AND SUSAN IN CALIFORNIA, STATION 
KROW, 930 KitocycLes, THURSDAYS, 1:30-1:45 P.M. 

MILESTONES, STATION KECA, 1430 KitocycLtes, Monpays, 4 :45— 
5:00 P.M. 

THE DRAMA OF CALIFORNIA, STATION KFWB, 950 KitLocycLses, TUES- 
pays, 4:00-4:15 p.m., anD SaTurpDAys, 4:15-4:30 p.m. 

UNITED STATES HISTORY PROGRAM, DESIGNED FOR LOW SEVENTH GRADE, 
Station KLX, 880 KrLocycLes, WEDNESDAYS, 11:15-11:30 a.m. 

NATURE STUDY PROGRAM, THE ADVENTURES OF BROTHER BUZZ, STATION 
KLX, 880 Kirocycres, Tuurspays, 11 :15-11:30 a.m. 


CONFERENCE OF SCHOOL EXECUTIVES 


The seventh annual Conference of School Executives held under 
the auspices of the University of California summer session is scheduled 
for July 12-23, 1937. The purpose of the conference is to provide an 
intensive two weeks session in which some of the most important 
problems of the schoo) executive will be presented and discussed by a 
zroup of specially qualified instructors. The plan of the conference 
provides for a series of ten sessions from 9 a.m. to 12 noon and ten 
sessions from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. A special feature of the conference 
will be five half-day discussions of the problem of ‘‘School Plant Man- 
agement, Maintenance, and Operation,’’ by George F. Womrath, an out- 
standing authority in the field. There will also be a special presenta- 
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tion and discussion of the activities and proposals of the ‘‘ Educational 
Policies Commission,’’ led by Superintendent J. A. Sexson, a member 
cf the Commission. 

The conference will not carry regular university credit, but a 
certificate of attendance will be issued to those desiring it. The regis- 
tration fee of $10 will be used to defray the expenses of the conference. 
Privileges of attending classes of the summer session during the period 
of the conference will be extended to those enrolled for the conference. 
Regularly enrolled students attending the summer session may register 
for the conference by paying a fee of $5. Individuals may register for 
attendance at the series of discussions on ‘‘School Plant Management, 
Maintenance, and Operation,’’ only, for a fee of $5. Further informa- 
tion concerning the conference may be obtained from Dr. L. H. Peter- 
son, University of California, Berkeley. 


SANTA BARBARA SCHOOL OF NATURE STUDY 


The Santa Barbara State College is offering a summer session 
course in nature study for the fortnight August 9-21, 1937. Investiga- 
tion will center about the Natural History Museum and Blaksley 
Botanic Garden in Mission Canyon, the foothills of the Santa Ynez 
Mountains, Los Padres National Forest, and Laguna Blanea Bird 


Refuge. Two semester units of undergraduate credit will be granted 
for study during the session by the college. Tuition is $6 per unit 
with no extra assessments, special fees, or charges of any kind. Courses 
ranging from astronomy and geology to art activities and desert life 
ure offered. Applications should be sent to Harrington Wells, Director 
of the Santa Barbara School of Nature Study, Santa Barbara State 
College, Santa Barbara. 


WEST COAST SCHOOL OF NATURE STUDY 


The West Coast School of Nature Study, holding its seventh 
annual session under the auspices of the San Jose State College, is 
offering a series of four six-day sessions from June 20 to July 17. The 
first will be held at Idyllwild in the San Jacinto Mountains, June 
20-26; the second at Sequoia National Park, June 27—July 3, and the 
final two sessions at Fallen Leaf Lake, July 5-11 and July 11-17. 
The courses offered during the summer session will cover work on birds, 
wild flowers, insects, water life, physiography, geology, mineralogy, and 
nature games. There are no strenuous hikes, only enough territory 
being covered to give a good sampling of the field under consideration. 
These sessions combine study with comfort and no attempt will be made 
to ‘‘rough it.’’ Accommodations are modern and comfortable, and 
ample time will remain after study hours for reading, hiking, swim- 
ming, and other forms of recreation. Prices for the six-day sessions 
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in the different resorts including tuition, meals, and lodging will 
approximate $40 per person for each session. The San Jose State 
College will allow two units of college credit for each six-day session. 
More detailed information may be secured from P. Victor Peterson, 
Director of the West Coast School of Nature Study, San Jose State 
College, San Jose. 


DR. SWIFT TO STUDY SCHOOL FINANCING IN ENGLAND 
AND WALES 


Dr. Fletcher Harper Swift, Professor of Education at the Uni- 
versity of California, will leave for England July 1, 1937, to make a 
survey of the financing of English and Welsh public educational insti- 
tutions. Upon the completion of this study he will visit other European 
countries for the purpose of acquainting himself with recent develop- 
ments in edueation. Since 1928, Dr. Swift has completed studies on 
the financing of public education in France, Austria, and Czecho- 
slovakia, which have been published by the University of California. 
His study on financing public schools in Germany is in preparation. 


SICK LEAVE RULES AND SUBSTITUTE’S PAY 


A summary of the policies of a group of 96 school districts in 


regard to sick leave rules and pay of substitute teachers has been pre- 
pared by Harold Yost, auditor of the Santa Ana Public Schools. Copies 
may be secured upon request to Mr. Yost. 


ART AND MUSIC AWARDS TO CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL 
PUPILS 


Scholastic, a national high school weekly magazine, has sponsored 
a national high school art exhibit for the tenth consecutive year. This 


year’s exhibition was held in the Fine Arts Galleries of Carnegie Insti- 
tute in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Cash prizes and _ scholarships 


amounting to $10,000 have been awarded annually. Entries were 
judged by a jury of 15 nationally famous art educators and include 
the work of students who excel in painting, drawing. print making, 
metal craft, sculpture, decorative design, textile decvration, plastic 
wood modeling, ceramics, and mechanical drawing. Scholastic alse 
grants awards for creative writing and original musical compositions 
submitted by high school students. 

Three California students had the honor of winning scholarships to 
art schools in this year’s contest. 

Kirk Stevenson, of Sequoia Union High School, Redwood City, won 
a full year scholarship to Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Helen Crabtree of Lindsay High School, Lindsay, won a full year 
scholarship to California College of Arts and Crafts, Oakland; and 
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Archie Wilson, of Placer Union High School, Auburn, won a summer 
scholarship to the same college. 

Thirty other California students won prizes and honorable mention 
in the art division and six students won prizes and honorable mention 
in the music division of the Scholastic awards. 


A FILM FOR THE SCHOOLS 


The State Department of Education has been loaned a 16 milli- 
meter sound film and a 16 millimeter silent film entitled, ‘‘Horse 
Sense in Horse Power.’’ The theme of the film is safety on the high- 


ways. 
This film is available to the schools of the state having 16 milli- 


meter projecting machines. For bookings, address Ira W. Kibby, 
sureau of Business Education, State Department of Education, and 
indicate whether silent or sound film is desired. Schools are expected 
to pay express charges both ways on this material. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE | 
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REVIEWS 


BerstHa E. Manony, and ELINnoR WHITNEY. Five Years of Children’s Books. 
Garden City, New York: Doubleday, Doran & Company, Inc., 1936. Pp. xi+599. 


The attention of elementary school principals and supervisors responsible for 
the preparation of lists of pleasure reading books for elementary school children 
should be particularly directed toward Five Years of Children’s Books. In this 
volume, the authors take up the story of children’s books where Realms of Gold 
laid it down in 1929. 

The volume is an impressive monument to the large number of fine books which 
have been written for children during the period 1930-1935. In commenting on the 
prolific production of the period, the authors say: 

This rich and colorful stream, covering every kind from picture 
books and folk and fairy tales to books about the universe, is especially 
notable with us in America. It is made up of genuine pieces of artistic 
effort in which the arts of writing, illustrating and bookmaking have 
united to create a whole capable of giving joy not to children alone but 
to all ages. Because of its genius and sound values, this stream is like 
a crystal-clear mountain brook. 


The volume is divided into two parts. Part I is devoted to books for young 
children; Part II for boys and girls from eight years. The careful classification of 
the books under captions and the interesting, succinct annotations make the book 
an unusually useful tool in the bewildering task of book selection. 

Educators who have used Realms of Gold as a guide to book selection will 
find this volume equally helpful. The Horn Book Magazine published six times a 
year by the Women’s Educational and Industrial Union of Boston as a part of the 
work of its Bookshop for Boys and Girls, is an invaluable guide to current books 
for young people. The magazine has as its editor and assistant editor the authors 
of Piwe Years of Children’s Books, the material for which was selected from The 


Horn Book Magazine. 
HELEN HEFFERNAN 


CURRENT PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Accredited Secondary Schools in the United States. (Supplement to Bulletin, 1934, 
No. 17) United States Department of the Interior, Office of Education. Wash- 
ington: United States Government Printing Office, 1937. 


Bird, Flower and Arbor Day Program, April 2, 1937. The Tennessee Educational 
Bulletin, Vol. XV, No. 2, February, 1937. Nashville, Tennessee: State Depart- 
ment of Education. 


BLACKHURBST, JAMES HUBERT. Principles of Method. Des Moines, Iowa: Uni- 
versity Press, 1936. 
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